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Newborn Metabolic Screening Programme

Sample transit times report for lead maternity carers

for period July to December 2015
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Thank you for working to ensure that newborn metabolic screening samples (‘blood spot’ or ‘Guthrie’ cards) for babies in your care are received by the laboratory as soon as possible.
Recent national transit time data indicates there has been an improvement in the number of samples arriving within four days of sample collection
. Fewer very late samples are also being received. This is good news for babies, as early detection of these rare but life-threatening disorders is critical.
Nonetheless, around one in five samples continue to take more than four days to reach the laboratory after being taken. We ask that you ensure that all samples are posted in a FastPost box (or couriered to the laboratory courier address) as soon as they are dry.
Last year we sent you details on the transit times for newborn metabolic screening samples received July- December 2014 where you were recorded as lead maternity carer (LMC). Below is a second report, covering the period 1 July to 31 December 2015.
Newborn blood spot samples for babies in your care 1 July 2015 to 31 December 2015
	NHI
	Date of birth
	Date sample collected
	Date received by lab
	Transit time** (days)

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


* NB: may include sample-taking delegated to DHB staff.
** It is acknowledged that the Christmas holiday weekend may affect transit time for some samples.
Summary comment: X of X samples taken met the transit time standard = X%
For your information, transit times now appear on each newborn metabolic screening laboratory result report, along with quality of sample. Screening laboratory staff will continue to follow up with LMCs about samples that are significantly delayed. 

The National Screening Unit
 continues to support the excellent work being done around the country on closely reviewing sample transit processes.  Your contribution to this quality improvement initiative is much appreciated.
For any queries or comments please contact:
Anna Maxwell, Newborn Metabolic Screening Programme Leader, National Screening Unit: anna_maxwell@moh.govt.nz
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‘A baby’s life may depend on it’

· Good communication about the screening test in the antenatal period, during the informed consent process, and especially when a baby in your care transfers can prevent babies missing screening.
· Check for a screening result from all consented babies. For all babies in their care, best practice is for LMCs to check they have received a report from LabPLUS within 10 days of the sample being posted, whether the sample was taken by the LMC or not. If not received, call LabPLUS on 0800 522 7587 (0800LABLINK).
Visit the new webpage for LMCs and DHB maternity leaders: Working together on quality improvements for newborn metabolic screening samples – transit times
www.nsu.govt.nz/health-professionals/newborn-metabolic-screening-programme/working-together-quality


� Transit time refers to number of days from sample collection to sample receipt by the laboratory in Auckland. The programme standard is that 95% of samples are received by the laboratory within four calendar days of being taken. While the ideal transit time is 1-2 days, the standard takes into account additional postal time over weekends and public holidays. July- September 2015 data shows 81% of samples nationally were received within four days, a 9% increase on the previous quarter. 0.2% of samples took more than 14 days.


� The Newborn Metabolic Screening Programme is a national programme with standards that are monitored by the National Screening Unit of the Ministry of Health.
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