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Information for primary care providers regarding hrHPV self-testing on vaginal swabs  

• Self-testing is not currently available outside of research trials. 

• This test is not funded by the NCSP and there are no approved management guidelines (see 

below)  

• Most NZ laboratories are not currently validated to report self-collected samples outside a 

research context. (Pathlab in Tauranga is the current exception). The NCSP are actively 

investigating a method to achieve validation for reporting self-collected samples in all 

laboratories, but this is not currently in place. 

• Self-testing will be offered as an option for sample collection when HPV primary screening is 

introduced in New Zealand in mid-2023. 

 

hrHPV testing on LBC samples performed outside current NCSP guidelines: 

• These tests are not funded by the NCSP. 

• Referral processes to colposcopy and clinical practice guidelines have not been finalised. 

• Clinicians must take responsibility for follow-up and ongoing monitoring after any HPV 

testing outside of NCSP guidelines. The current NCSP register is not able to monitor and 

track HPV screening results so will not provide recall backup.  

• NCSP staff will not provide clinical advice regarding these results. If sample takers wish to 

discuss the clinical management of women who have had HPV testing outside NCSP 

guidelines, other clinical professionals should be approached. 

• Clinicians must inform women that this test is not currently part of the national cervical 

screening programme, and results may not be included on the NCSP Register.  

• Cytology and histology results will continue to be included on the register and tracking and 

monitoring of these results will follow the current pathways. 

 

Information for researchers regarding high-risk HPV tests (HPV tests) performed outside current 

NCSP guidelines 

• Research tests are not funded by the NCSP. 

• Researchers ordering HPV tests must inform women that HPV primary screening is part of 

research and therefore their results are not part of the national cervical screening 

programme and will not be automatically included in the NCSP register. 

• The research team is clinically responsible for follow up and ongoing monitoring. The current 

NCSP register is not able to monitor and track HPV screening results.  

• The NCSP is assessing the feasibility of HPV testing performed in research trials being 

transferred to the new NCSP register later, once the new register is built. In order to be 

considered for future inclusion on the register, researchers must use an NZ laboratory which 

uses an HPV test technology that is validated to process self-collected samples. Full 

compliance with the validated test technology is necessary, including using an appropriate 

sample device, and consultation with the laboratory is strongly recommended prior to 

processing any samples. 



 

• Currently, Pathlab in Tauranga is the only laboratory that has HPV test technology that is 

validated for processing self-collected samples. The NCSP is actively investigating a method 

to achieve validation for reporting self-collected samples in all laboratories, but this is not 

currently in place. 

 

Cytology or histology results will continue to be included on the register and tracking and 

monitoring of these results will follow the current pathways. 


